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This 1s the fourth in a series of personal reports
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from eye=witnessss of

the persecutlion of Jews under Nazi rule,
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The old passenger coaches specially provided by the Relchs-
bahn for the oacasioqj parﬁly with broken windows, could not
normally accomodate & 500 people, certainly none of the luggage.

CRAMMED e were simply Dushun lﬁ; Men stood in the corridors. Iverybady
' - had +to take someone else on his lap for the whole journey. Ak
DEPORTATION Dortmund the second half of the train was put on, With more Jews
' from Dortmund and surroundings, from Witten, Bochum, Herne, and =
TRALIN small par%y from Muenster. There were now 1,000 people in the
train. The Dortmunders were headed by Mre Elsbach.

£

‘On the way we suffered & lot from the cold and the leack of
water 3 the lavatories froze. This was, however, onlv the begin-
ning, Mt Lehrte the coach containing our food was teken off, the

exguse being that an axle had become overheated. The police
officer who acoompanied our transport allowed me to make a tele-
phone call to Tilsit to try and relieve this distress. A4S a
result, the good Jews of Tilsit, headed by Mr. Albertun, brought
hot drinks and food by sledge to the shunting stabtion which was
mény miles oway. Ve were permitted to give them a last message
for our beloved ones who had . remained behind; so they at least
knew where we had gones '

On the way, on the 28th Februory, 1942, Mrg. Meier from
‘Viitten, diedj she was alreody ill when she was put on the
trains Two doctors from Dortmund went with our transport
Dre Cohn,who was himself suffering from diabetes, and Dre
Gruenewald, who as a doctor had hitherto confined himself o
writing on medical subjects. A nurse from Gelsenkirchen, whose
name I have unfortunately forgotten, behaved splebdidlys She
was o gualified nurse and lived in thu Schalkerstrassea

Then one carriage had Lo be ¢leared because it had no
windows at oll. A4s a resuld the other carriages became even
more crowdeds One Froeling from Buer, who had gone mad, refused
-to leave the carriage. Next morning we ﬂlShD ered that h@ had
jumped from the moving train.

On February lst, 1942, the train reached the Skirotava
Station at Riga. %he SeSe gave us @ hot reception. We received
a hail of blows for no reason &% 2ll, bubt nevertheless we were
glﬂﬁ'ta have firm ground under our Leet againe IDxcept for some
frozen toes and feet everything had gone alright, in contrast to

transports from Berlin and Vienna which had arrived before us

with many oasualties. Our luggoge we had to throw on a heap: we

never saw it again, not even the household goods, tools and
votional objects we had brought with us.

Mre Wolff from Dortmund was summoned by the S.5. DBefore
our depﬂruarﬂ from Dortmund he had had an incident with an

DISFOSING officer of the Gestapos He, Miss Goldbaum from Gelsenklrchen,
e e P B I e 2k : ; ; )
of %ho who had o weak heart, lre Goldschmidt from Bochum whose faelt were

frozen, ond & l2-year old bey, Rosenberg from Bochum, who also-
suffered from frozen feet, were taken away on a small sledge and
presumably shot,

INFIRY

We who were left had to march 10 km into the Riga Ghetto
The transport from Gelsenkirohen/Dortmund was the last to arrii
and with it the Ghetto was practically fulls It conbained
12,000 people. MNow begen a time of slave=labour, suffering, and
sorrow. Purges, shootings and hangingé were thé rule. We hardly
took any notices Death'was no longer unknown Lo,us nor did we
fear it any mores myself organised our group fowethey with Dre
Sherne
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_ DEFORTED

17 DEATHS

AT LIBAU

BACK TO

GERMANY

finally closed. ALl the invalids in the hospitals, some of whom

On Moy %thi I was separated from my wife and child and
sent to the Labour, or rather hunger and extermination camp
ot Salaspilz, near Riga. In Salaspilz, 897 of 2,000 men died
of hunger, or were eikher shot or hanged within 6 months.. The
necessity of accomodating the growing number of Latvien politice
2l prisoners led %o the clearing of the comps

= 0a

et o

On July 4th, 1942, I unexpectedly held my wife and child
in my arms again. After that I continued to go to work every

day, including Sundeys.

¢

leamwhile it was the middle of 1943. The front-line was
breaking upj; rumours vegan o oirculate that the Ghetto was to
Le dissolved: the new concentration camp av Kaiserwald was built.
Tt was filled with people from the Ghetto. Smaller transports
went also Lo Esthonia. On November 2nd, 1945, the Ghetto wa
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had been operated upon only the day before, neople who were :
unfit for work, people who could only do very little work, child=
ren, women, altogether 2,286 people without blankets or straw
were herded into cathle ftrucks end, so they said, and so it very
likely happened, were sent to Auschwitze. 4mong them was my
child. |

" Those who remained were put into billets in Riga hy
riilitary units. My wife and I came o the Armeebekleidungsamt :
70l. There we were treated relatively welle At least we were ¢
togethers The front then drew nearer and nearers The AsBehe 701

-

packed up on September 27th, 1944, and moved to Libau. Berfore §
that happened there had again been a number of purges, especially §
concerning old people and invelids (broken bones, varicose velns, %
etG, ) , ond transpores to +he goncentration camp abt Stutthof near §
Danzig took place. I saved my wife from -that fote by hiding her E

for many hours on & window=sill behind the black=ous curtain, +ill:
the transport had left, I still do not know where I took all my |
energy from. Everything I did was very dangerouse. Bverything
turned out alright, however, owing to my efficlency at work which
they wvalued. |

The "Sanga", a new German transport ship, landed us in
Libsau on October. lst, 1944, after a very stornmy passages, During
the entire journey we had to stay in the front hatch of the ship.

Ve vemained in Libau till February 19th, 1945. These were bad

monthse We had to work day and night, without rrotection against
Airereids and with insufficient foods Then we left Libau we
mourned the death of 17 comrades, male and female. One died of
o fever. Two were shot by the S.S. because, being hungry and )
driven by despair, they had stolen army foods 14 were killed Dy
Russian bombs. If I ond many of my comrades are stlll alive 1%
is only due to the fact that the Russiang used small calibre
bombs .

PETETTIEIT Y, b

We were then brouvght to Germazﬂy' on & small coal Guge What '_;
fake were we going to meet now ? Everyone was very depressed. Th9}
Mrmeebekleidungsams tried to soothe us and made man - promises. |
But we laew the Nazis and did not trust them. We did notv judge |
them wrongly, On February 24th, 1945, we were brought to Hamburg_i
and at once taken charge of by the Gestapo who put us into Fuhlﬁf?;
puettel prisons Our time was spent with extremely hard work, £
Hunger, and the terror of the unceasing alr-raids by Flying Furﬁf‘
resses which we had to undergo without any protections, Ve were o
separated from the wWomels |
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On April 1llth, the prison was cleared. 411 of us, including

the women, had to march 2bout 60 miles %o Xiel. Ve arrived 1in

the Labour ond Training Comp of Kiel-Russee on April 1l4th. 1%

was on extermination o G2 Do Deily people starved to death, were

shot or killed by injections; added to this was the ordeal o
aip~roids which we had to go through even there. Insufficlent
food, no end of vermin, wooden beds with nothing on them; no
blenkets. e had the first deaths by starvation in the first
few days. e would all have died Withi but @ niracle
orened ¢+ the Swedish Red Cross com from helle
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Wow we are free agtine During the 1“st four weeks we have
been treated very well. We have even begun to recover nhysically.
ot what of the future ? e are Gernmon and stateless. 1 see
o future for us nlder peoplee.

{9

L5

Hermann Voosen

Hdeinz Samuel,
Flykting Sloegret,
Holsby Brunn,

Swedene JUJ’Le, 1945

SHCRT REPORT ON OUR SUFFER
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On December 11lth, 1941, we were sent from Irefeld to Riga.
e orrived there on December 15th, and were transported to the
Gh@ttﬂu Our truanks which we had with us were confiscated. Two
vs before our arrival something terrible had happened in the
Gbeuto. Of 40,000 Latvian Jews only 5,000 remained. &l thne
others had been got rid of by the S.5. whs were in charge there,
with the aid of tnﬂ atvian S5 « ¥e found the homes in &
devastated condition and we still waded in the blood of the
murdered, To report all thot happened would be attempting teo
muche Before we had got used to the CGhetto there were many more
victimse. In the begzinning we were housed in one small room with
17 other people. The food situation gave us much trouble. A
fortnight's robion lasted only for two days. DPeople tried to
obtain extra food by barter. The punishment for barter was death,
and lots of people were hanged or shot for this offence. Ve men
had to make a daily T=hour march to the harbour in snow and ice
to do hard work there. Our food was frozen swedes which we found.
Then we returned hungry children were waiting at the fence for &
niece of bread or a swede which we sometimes snugeled into the
Ghetto on pain of death. Our dear father, who had a wvery weak
heart, did not have to go to work with us.

On December 22nd, 1941, Verner and I went with a big
transport to the notorlous uﬂ*@?ﬂlﬂutlUﬂ camp at aﬁl&ﬁpllz
about 10 miles from Riga. Ve left our family sadly and unwilling=
ly. Most of us, without knowing it, morched to our death. Of
2,000 people 1,200 found their dumth in & commungl grave. vVermin,

_the lack of washing arrangements and particularly starvation were

the cause of many suicldes.
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out to meet their parents and brothers and sisters as they cane
home from work. FHere and there 2 light was to be seen and
errible orying and shouting to be heard., “hen I entered our
home T foundi®in the some state as it had been in December, 1941,
but mother and sister were no longer there. I ran around the
house but found nothing. After a long search I discovered Ruth
as she was seeling shelter with Mendels from Xempen who had seen
everything that had happened that day. At eight o'elbck in the
morning the order had come that children and 0old people had To
line ups Afterwards the whole Ghetto had <o asgemble. The people
nwad bheen driven out of their homes by the S.S. with revolvers.
They had to line up on the assembly square; there they were
sorted out by the murderer Xrause. A pod by this criminal decid-
ed the fate of the poor Jews who had at once to board big
lorries and were then packed into railway wagonsS. From that
moment omwards they dizappearsd without leaving any troce. Many
voung mothers hid their children and gave them sleeping draughts
to keep them gquiet. WMost of tﬂe“, however, were discovered by

the crimin&ls,

:L-dre“ﬂTul depression now setiled on twhe Ghettoe The few
”eaglﬂ who remoined had lost nearly ell their relatives. Ve

stayed in the Ghetto until November 6th, 1643, and were then
put into barracks by the ABA. People with children under ten
had to stay on'in the Ghettos &L uhb ncxt purge. they went the
some way as our beloved onese

e who were working for ABA hod to register through the
Kaiserwald corp. We come into & special concentration camp |
of the ABL. The work woes very hard, the food situation very
bade We bartered our c¢lothes to keep us from storving to death.
Yie had to wear very th;q CONVLCT olﬂ*ﬁes and men and women had
their heads shaved. “Huth ceme home from the hospital on two
different occasions with a high t@HFEFQuUF 1 secretly svole
away from the camp to 2 neighbouring house and begged for mede-
cine and food. I wanted to give the good woman there The shirv
I was wearing but she replied that God would reward her.

1 myself wos twice operated upon in the hospital. Then
there oame snother bad days the rest of the children were fetohe
by the S.3. There were terrible scenmes. The parents had To
hand their own children over to the murdererss The small child-
rven who had been smuggled with great denger from the Ghetto into
our ¢amp now ended in the forest in the same way in which so men;
of our fellow=Jews had met their deathe. As the Russians came
nearer, onother purge followed in which 176 people from our camp
lost their lives. The sorting out was done by the S.5. doctor
Kr8hshach. After this our camp was reduced from 1,300 to 200
people, all the others were sent to the Stutthof extermination
camp. Again most people had their relatives torn from them.

i any rate, by working hord to the satisfaction of the crim-
inals, Ruth and I mansged to remdin among the last. |

Leter, o transport of 1,400 went to Libau by ship and Ruth
had to go toos We remained with 50 men and 10 women., aAfter &
1Drtn1ghu, we were also sent to Libau where we met the 1,400
others.

Our commander was now Hauptscharfuehrer Brimner who must o
be held responsible for the death of a great number of people.
VMeanwhile we had some heavy Russian air-raids. One incendiary=-
bomb which fell into the air-raid trench burnt half of Ruth's
face» After an operation on my hand I was employed as & stoker
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